
Sevenson Environmental Services Inc

TNT Bum Summary Report DACW49-00-0002 D.O No 0002

On Monday July 24 2000 Sevenson Environmental Services Inc was conducting routine

sampling procedures on the TNT pipeline located at the Chemical Waste Management

Site Model City NY subcontracted Unexploded Ordnance UXO Expert from ISSI

Unexploded Ordnance Inc was on location for all procedures During the pre-excavation

phase of test pit 12 the UXO expert noticed an area outside the exclusion zone that

contained what looked like crystalline nodules/lumps Upon closer inspection the UXO

expert found yellow/orange colored nodules/lumps The area containing the suspect

crystals measured approximately V2 and approximately in height Using

Field Testing Kit the UXO expert determined that the sample tested positive for the

presence of TNT

The UXO expert immediately alerted Sevensons on-site safety officer of his fmdings

Sevensons safety officer immediately notffied the USACE representative of the findings

The IJXO expert recommended that all operations be stopped and that the area be

evacuated immediately At that point all personnel except the UXO expert and

Sevensons safety officer left the area The UXO expert and Sevensons safety officer

remained at the site to rope off and flag the area During the procedure the UXO expert

noticed additional crystalline nodule/lumps on the surface inside the roped off section the

size of quarters and smaller The area was then fenced off using orange construction

fence while the UXO expert applied mineral oil to all suspect TNT crystalline structures

The area that was fenced off measures approximately 20 60

Sevenson hired guard by order of the USACE to watch the site to insure that no one

entered the area The USACE requested that Sevenson hire second UXO expert to help

investigate the situation second ISSI Unexploded Ordnance Inc representative

arrived on site at 200 Wednesday July 26 2000
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On July 27 2000 Sevenson applied for Restricted Burn Permit through the Niagara

County Health Department On August 2000 The Niagara County Health Department

issued day restricted burning permit to Sevenson Environmental Permit No 2000-05

attached Sevenson notified CWM and the Youngstown Fire department of the intended

activities Sevenson established 670-foot exclusion zone around the burn site

On August 2000 Sevensons subcontracted UXO expert ISSI UXO conducted single

burn in the following maimer

The burn site was prepared by

Removing all vegetation from the area

The area was soaked with water

55-Gallon Drum was cut in half longitudinally to serve as burn pan

Dunnage material wood was placed in the drum and saturated with Kerosene to

insure ignition of the material throughout the burn pan

Two LJXO personnel gathered the crystalline TNT nodules/lumps by picking up the

nodules by hand wearing protective gloves and placing the nodules into plastic

bucket The nodules were gently placed in the bucket and covered completely with

mineral oil Once the bucket was determined to be safely full by the UIXO personnel it

was transported to the burn site The TNT nodules were transferred to cardboard boxes

and the cardboard boxes were placed on op of the dunnage inside the burn pan Four

precut diamond mesh sections were placed over the burn pan to control burning

embers Two ignition charges were placed in the dunnage material

Sevenson Personnel conducted perimeter search to insure that no one was inside the

670-foot exclusion zone All roads around the burn site were blocked of as to not allow

any traffic through the area When the area was secure the UXO personnel remotely

ignited the charges



After 24-hour cooling period the UXO personnel visually inspected the burn site

Environniental samples of the ash were taken and shipped to

Chemical Quality Assurance Branch 420 south 18th Street Omaha NE 68102-2586 as

directed by the USACE All remaining ash was collected and placed in 55 gallon drum

in the contaminated material storage area



TNT Burn setup
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